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The Pew Children’s
Dental Campaign
strives for cost-
effective policies that
will mean millions
more children get the
basic dental care they
need to grow, learn
and lead healthy lives.
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Pew’s Approach
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Tooth decay
remains the most
common chronic
childhood disease



SPEW
Tooth decay is expensive to treat

* Average annual dental expenditures for privately
insured individuals:

— 0-20 years old: $358
— 21-64 years old: $582

* Preventable dental conditions were the primary
diagnosis in 830,000+ visits to hospital ERs
nationwide in 2009 — a 16% increase from 2006.
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Tooth decay is expensive to treat

A person could spend more
than $6,000 over a lifetime to
deal with the consequences of a
cavity in just one molar
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Good news:
Tooth decayis =
now preventable
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What is Fluoridation?

Fluoridation is the
adjustment of the fluoride
in drinking water to the
optimal level for reducing
tooth decay
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Fluoridation 'P“

is Effective /f*
:

Fluoridation reduces tooth decay
about 25%
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U.S. Task Force on Community
Preventive Services

strongly recommends CWF

* Updated April 2013

TACHERY

Fluoridation is Effective

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF

PREVENTIVE

MEDICINE

The Guide to Community Preventive Services
Interventions to Prevent
Dental Caries, Oral and
Pharyngeal Cancers, and
Sports-Related
Craniofacial Injuries
Svstematic Reviews of Evidence,
Recommendations from the Task Force on

Community Preventive Services, and Expert
Commentary

T T e e
Benedict 1. Truman, Barbara F. Gooch, and
Caswell A, Evans, |r.

| Goost Coordinatiog Edilec |
Kate W, Harris




“** Fluoridation is Safe

1951  National Research Council
Fluoridation is safe and effective

e Library of Congress

1970 Fluoridation continues to demonstrate efficacy
and safety
 Wisconsin Department of Health
1977 After 25 years of fluoridation, decay declined

almost 50%

« U.S. Public Health Service
1991 “The benefits of water fluoridation are still
clearly evident.”

e lllinois study
1995 Fluoridation is “the dominant factor” in the
decline of cavities

NC « World Health Organization
- No evidence linking fluoridated water to cancer
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Fluoridation is Cost-effective

TN

Every $1 invested in water fluoridation




Fluoridation Still Matters
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Community Water Fluoridation: The Top 10 and Bottom 10

The percentage of residents served by public water systems in each state who are receiving flouridated water!

|-

Americans who

are served by public
water systems lack
access to flucridated
drinking water

The CDC has
recognized water
fluoridation as one of
"10 great public health
achivements of the
20th century.”*
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Taop 10 states with the lowest et average

percentage of fluoridation g SO

Top 10 states with the highest
percentage of fiuoridation
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1 Centers for Disease Contred and Prevention, “2012 Water Flouridation Statistic” Data covers only residents whose homes are connected te public water systems.

2 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, "Ten Great Public Health Achievements-United States, 1900-1999° http: deww cde gow/mmwr/previess/mmahiml /00056796 him




Despite progress, much work remains

About a third of Americans still don’t have

access to fluoridated water
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Organized anti-fluoride activists

Coalition of
far left and
far right

Distort Misrepresent
research others’ views

Relatively small
group with
strong internet
presence

Ignore Spread fear
scientific and
evidence misinformation
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Top 5 Fluoride Myths

(and why they are false)

Myth #1: F
Myth #2: F
Myth #3: F

UOricC

UOriC

UOriC

civil liberties

e causes adverse health effects
e is a dangerous chemical
ation is an illegal infringement on our

Myth #4: Dental fluorosis is a serious health condition

Myth #5: Fluoride dose vs. fluoridation level
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Myth #1: Fluoride causes adverse health effects

Cancer Reduces IQ

Kidney
disease

<

Thyroid
disease

Reduced Fractures

cognitive .
function AEAE LD

Diabetes

Acute
Toxicity

Cardiovascular
disease ‘
Skeleta.l Arthritis S
Fluorosis




EPEW
Fact: These claims are unfounded

* Studies have repeatedly investigated
potential adverse health impacts of
fluoridation

e This research has found no evidence of a link
between fluoride and any major negative
health outcome
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NATIONAL

DENTAL
ASSOCIATION Soclety of American Indian Dentists

& TAAFP
\Q Armerican Academy of Family Practic

American Pharmacists P i
Association

No widely respected
medical and health

= organizations
oppose fluoridation
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American Assecislion of Public Health Dentistry

EAPD oo

European Academy of Paediatric Dentistry
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Myth #2: Fluoride is a dangerous chemical
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_iGOTHPAsTE Its and children 2 ys&al-'ﬁ o G ALEX JONES' '"annns.cnm BECAUSE THERE IS A WA}
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L allow. Adults 308 T cician..
puerms o S
meals U hing a ] .
e in good brus UNDER 6
e ouT OF REACH OF m%LEEGE%EﬂTﬁLL : Bombshell: Syria’s ‘chemical weapons’ turn out
NING: KEEP OR BRUSHING | CENTER RIGHT £ 1l Syna's a pons
Enlﬁﬂﬂi THAN umﬂ;ﬁm" CONTROL to be sodium fluoride used in the U.S. water
HELP OR CONTACT <oDIUM FLUORIDE (© 24%) supply
IENT: .and sold at Wal-Mart |
i THERE IS

unce
cunce can kill a 10 infant. Studies have shown that exposure to fluorde can cause
nasirokagical damage, and an increased risk of bone cancer.

FICTION: Flucride added to the pibilkc water sipply strengthens teeth and helps prevent
cavities.,

DEMAND SAFE WATER. DEMAND THE TRUTH. VISIT NOMOREFLUORIDE.COM
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Myth #3: Fluoridation is an illegal
infringement on our civil liberties




Fact: Courts have settled this issue

Issues that have been addressed:
_egality of pollc é)ower to fluoridate
orc

reed J?Sf ’?nla%gﬁ\ algglon
oriWithin @ community’s right to

unaptiateet itscresidentsciheadthstry

and pharmacy

Pure water relating to the safety and health
effects of community water fluoridation
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Dental Fluorosis (severe) Dental Fluorosis (mild)




| yth #5: Fluoride Dose vs. Level
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